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VIENEREAL DISEASES. By Ambrose King and Claude Nicol. Second Edition.
Pp. 340; figs. 175. 75s). London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell, 1969.
THAT a second edition of a book on venereal diseases should be published within a com-
paratively short time of the first edition, not only speaks well for the popularity of the work
itself but is indicative of the increasing problems facing the medical profession as a result of
the steady and alarming increase in sexually transmitted diseases.
As well as giving a "comprehensive, well illustrated and up-to-date account of the epidemi-
ology, pathology, diagnosis and treatment of the disease" the authors have brought the subject
up-to-date in a number of places in the new edition: thus the chapter on serological tests for
syphilis has been improved by a fuller account of the F.T.A. test, whilst the section dealing
with penicillin treatment of gonorrhoea has been practically re-written, and though not all
venereologists will accept some of the suggested treatment schedules, the increasingly large
doses of penicillin recolmmended emphasize the growing resistance of the gonococcus to this
antibiotic. The importance of adequate follow-up of patients after treatment for gonorrhoea
to preclude the possibility of a concomitant syphilitic infection is stressed. A short account of
the work on the TRIC agent in the causation of nongonococcal urethritis is included under
the aetiology of that condition and a short but valuable chapter has also been included on the
"Problem of Venereal Diseases". References for further reading are appended to each chapter.
The illustrations, photographs and coloured plates are excellent and their re-arrangement to
bring them within the section of the texts to which they refer is a worthwhile improvement.
The whole book is excellently produced - well writteni and easy to read. It will prove in-
valuable not only to the medical student to whom it should be strongly recommended, but it
should also find a place on the book shelf of every practitioner of general medicine, con-
sultant and general practitioner alike. J. S. McCc
BRAIN'S DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. By the late Lord Brain and
John N. Walton. Seventh Edition. (Pp. xv+ 1062; figs. 126. 95s). London:
Oxford University Press, 1969.
THE late Lord Brain's classical textbook was first published in 1933 and a new edition has
appeared every 4-7 years since. This, the seventh, is edited by Professor John Walton and
incorporates some material which Lord Brain himself had prepared for it before his death.
These revisions include the introductory chapters on applied anatomy and physiology and that
on disorders of the cerebral circulation. The traditional structure of the volume has been
maintained. A preface to chapter 1 had been planned by Brain, and has been written by
Walton, to give a general introduction to the pathology and physiology of neurological disease.
Professor Walton has, inevitably, completely rewritten the chapter on disorders of muscle
and now gives a comprehensive account of current views on this expanding subject and includes
some fine micro-photographs of muscle histology. The expansion of this chapter to 56 pages,
together with a comprehensive bibliography up to 1969 makes it a particularly valuable
addition.
Throughout the book many new references have been added and these, together with the
references to classical descriptions of disease which were always one of the attractions of the
book, provide a bibliography to satisfy most neurological appetites. A particularly welcome
revision is that of the index. Previously inadequate, it now occupies 53 slightly larger pages
(instead of 24 in the sixth edition) of considerably smaller print. The large clear print for the
general text has, however, been maintained and is not least in making the volume a pleasure
to read and handle.
In spite of the wide range of Lord Brain's contributions to medical and neurological litera-
ture I suppose it is in this book that most people will remember him best. As Walton remarks
in the preface it stands "as a permanent monument to Lord Brain's clinical expertise, to his
thoughtful approach to neurological medicine and to his outstanding literary skills". The
present revision maintains these high ideals anid the book remains the best standard British
textbook on neurology. M.S.
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